


Part II – Technical Description
A.    Format and Science Basis – The wind and wave forecasts are created within the Graphical

Forecast Editor (GFE) using the NOAA/GLERL wind wave model.  This model has been modified
to accommodate input from the GFE.  This allows the production of wind waves for the lakes using
forecaster derived data for the duration of the forecast period.  The wave model will calculate wave
heights for points that are specified to be water, utilizing input of ice coverage, water surface
temperature, 2 meter temperature, and wind speed. The wave model is dynamic, and relies upon
the previous time frame’s wave height and how the winds behave with respect to the wave
distribution and character (direction and period). 

 
B.    Product Availability – These forecasts will be updated each time that the GFE grids are updated

and published. The forecasts will be available for the today, tonight, and tomorrow periods (3 hour
increments) in graphical and text formats. 

 
C.   Additional Information – None.


